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the most historical counties in the nation. The
citizens are proud to keep this history alive
and are continually reminded of the past by
the collective knowledge of those who live and
work there. Moreover, Prince William County
is a leader in a new Virginia revolution, a tech-
nology revolution. I am certain that her citizens
will continue their role as leaders of Virginia’s
and America’s futures.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I wish continued
prosperity for the County of Prince William and
I call upon all of my colleagues to join me in
applauding this remarkable milestone. I am
proud to represent a portion of Prince William
County in the House of Representatives.
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A TRIBUTE TO FRANK E.
MCCARTHY

HON. DON SHERWOOD
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 20, 2001

Mr. SHERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I wish to in-
form my colleagues of the recent passing of
Frank E. McCarthy, the President of the Na-
tional Automobile Dealers Association (NADA).
Frank died on February 25 as a result of com-
plications from his battle with kidney cancer.

Before my election to Congress, I was a
franchised new car dealer and a member of
NADA, so I can personally attest to the role
that Frank McCarthy played as an automotive
industry leader for more than three decades.
Dealers, automotive executives, and policy-
makers alike will miss his determination, rea-
soned voice, and knowledge of the industry.
NADA is the Voice of the Dealers and for 33
years Frank McCarthy was the heart of NADA.

Frank had been the chief executive of
NADA since 1968, making him one of the
deans of the trade association community in
the nation’s capital. To put his service in per-
spective, Frank assumed the helm of NADA
when Lyndon Johnson was President and the
1968 Ford Galaxie was the best selling car in
America. During his entire tenure, Frank en-
joyed the utmost respect among Members of
Congress, professional staff, and his col-
leagues in the private sector.

On behalf of dealers, Frank built strong rela-
tionships with the automobile manufacturers.
He had a unique abilty to convey the concerns
of the franchised dealers directly and con-
cisely without sacrificing civility or profes-
sionalism. Under his leadership, NADA has
become one of the largest trade associations
in the United States, providing a wide variety
of services to dealers and their more than one
million employees. In all of these efforts, Frank
was the consumate team player, always seek-
ing credit for others rather than himself.

Despite Frank’s extraordinary professional
accomplishments, he never lost sight of what
is truly important in life. During the eulogies
delivered at his funeral earlier this month, his
family and colleagues spoke eloquently about
the balance in Frank’s life. His deep faith was
a guiding force in his approach to life, and his
professional responsibilities never over-
shadowed his commitment to his wife, Pat,
and their five children and 12 grandchildren. In
that regard, Frank McCarthy was a role model
to working men and women in all walks of life.

At this time, we all feel a tremendous sense
of loss, but also reflect with great affection and

gratitude for his contributions to the industry
and his community.
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TEACHER SABBATICAL LEAVE
GRANTS ACT

HON. PATSY T. MINK
OF HAWAII
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Tuesday, March 20, 2001

Mrs. MINK of Hawaii. Mr. Speaker, today I
am introducing the Teacher Sabbatical Leave
Grants Act.

Without a quality teacher in the classroom,
it is impossible for us, as a nation, to provide
the education our children deserve. It is es-
sential that we ensure quality teachers are in
every classroom in every school.

Professional development helps ensure our
teachers’ skills grow and change as our stu-
dents grow more diverse and as our tech-
nology changes. However, our teachers will
never get the in-depth development training
they need to stay on top of their field from
one-day workshops.

Recent findings have shown that 99 percent
of our teachers have participated in at least
one professional development activity in the
past year. However only 12 percent of teach-
ers who spent only 1 to 8 hours in profes-
sional development said it improved their
teaching a lot. That is a dismal figure. We
must work to provide teachers with intensive
professional development, so 100 percent of
teachers who receive the training feel that it
improved their teaching. Without it, we will
never be able to ensure our children are being
taught by quality teachers.

My bill will give teachers the opportunity to
receive intensive professional development
training. This bill creates a program to provide
grants for public school teachers who take one
or two semesters of sabbatical leave to pursue
a course of study for professional develop-
ment. The grant covers one-half of the salary
the teacher would have earned if the teacher
had not been granted a leave of absence.
Teachers are eligible if they have been ap-
proved for sabbatical leave and if they have
enrolled in a course of study at an institution
of higher education designed to improve class-
room teaching.

By providing teachers with financial re-
sources, they will be free to pursue an inten-
sive course of study that can greatly improve
their teaching skills.

And studies have shown that the more
qualified a teacher is, the better the students’
performance will be.

For instance, in Boston, students assigned
to the most effective teachers for a year
showed 18 times greater gains in reading and
nearly 16 time greater gains in math than
those students who were assigned to the least
effective teachers.

In Tennessee, similar students with 3 very
effective teachers in a row scored 50 per-
centile points better than students who were
assigned 3 very ineffective teachers in a row.

All of our students deserve to achieve these
same gains.

By providing teachers with the opportunity to
receive intensive professional development,
my bill will help put more effective, qualified
teachers in the classroom.

I urge my colleagues to support the Teacher
Sabbatical Leave Grants Act.

CONGRATULATING THE OUR LADY
OF LOURDES WARRIORS
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OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 20, 2001

Mrs. KELLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to a group of hard working women
who have given their all in order to continue
one of the Hudson Valley’s greatest dynasties.
On Sunday afternoon, the 14 members of the
Our Lady of Lourdes women’s basketball team
cruised to their third consecutive Class B
State title, the Warriors’ eighth crown in the
past 15 years.

Under the guidance of 18th year coach
Brian Giorgis, Our Lady of Lourdes won their
final 27 games en route to a 27–1 record and
a 22nd place ranking in USA Today’s national
poll. After defeating Garden City, 57–37 to
reach the championship games, the Warriors
put the crown jewel on their season by setting
down Iroquois, 57–28 in the final.

Throughout the year, the Warriors embodied
the American ideal, working together as a
team to accomplish a goal. From seniors who
had played on two previous State champion-
ship teams to first year players getting their
first taste of interscholastic competition, the
team formed a cohesive unit under coach
Giorgis and steamrolled the competition,
outscoring its opponents by a whopping 1,905
to 978. At the same time they showed dedica-
tion to their sport and their teammates, they
held the same high standard towards their
education and the local community, making it
easy to understand their near invincibility.

While Our Lady of Lourdes is not a large
school, it looms large in the annals of wom-
en’s basketball. My fellow colleagues, please
join me in congratulating coach Brian Giorgis,
the Most Valuable Player of the Tournament,
Kristin Keller, all-tournament team members
Jenna Viani and Kristen Vilardi, team mem-
bers Kelly Barnum, Kim Boone, Sue Clanci,
Kathy Duffy, Jocelyn Kelly, Vicki Koster,
Lauren Martinez, Aimee Meyer, Kelly Roche,
Natalie Serkowski and Julianne Viani and all
who assisted the Our Lady of Lourdes War-
riors in building the latest empire in the Empire
State.
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IN HONOR OF DENNIS WEBER FOR
HIS SERVICE TO DISABLED
AMERICAN VETERANS AND OUR
NATION

HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ
OF CALIFORNIA
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Tuesday, March 20, 2001

Ms. SANCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay
tribute to Dennis Weber, Commander of the
California chapter of the Disabled American
Veterans for his service to his community, his
country and as a proud member of the Armed
Services.

Mr. Weber, a true Californian, was born on
February 21, 1948 in Los Angeles, California.
Upon graduating from high school Mr. Weber
enlisted in the United States Marine Corps.
While serving with the 3rd Marine Engineer
Battalion near An Hoa, Mr. Weber’s platoon
was ambushed by the Viet Cong. As platoon
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